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Public Comments 

 
Meeting: Wednesday, May 3, 2023 

Submittal: Written comments received at planning@cityoftacoma.org  
by 12:00 noon on the meeting day 

Subjects: Comments are addressing the following Discussion Item(s) on the agenda: 

F1 – 2023 Amendment Package Debriefing – “Mor Furniture” 
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From: Dr Elly Claus McGahan
To: Planning
Subject: Mor Furniture application
Date: Tuesday, May 2, 2023 11:33:06 AM

Dear Planning Commission,
 
I’m writing in regards to the Mor Furniture application.  I will not be able to attend Wednesday’s
meeting.  I did listen in on last Wednesday’s meeting and appreciate the thought you are all putting
in to this application.  I served on the Sustainable Tacoma Commission before moving over to the
Tacoma Public Utilities Board.  My main reason for participating in either is climate change and its
consequences.  Our choices to elevate climate justice to the top of the list so that it is always a
priority in decision making is one that I work hard to promote, as it easily slips down to give way to
economic arguments.  This decision regarding Mor Furniture is a climate justice decision and an
economic decisions. 
 
Warehouses are not carbon neutral and certainly not carbon negative the way we are building them
now.  One could argue that we do not need more furniture warehouses in our area, but it’s not
about furniture.  It is the embodied carbon, the carbon emissions from heating (thought with the
State Building Code adoptions this hopefully will be significantly lower due to heat pumps) and the
truck and car traffic that warehouses bring with them.  It is the lost opportunity of using the space
for carbon sequestration and covering up land with impervious surface instead.
 
Changing the zoning to allow for the warehouse that

·         gains us nothing in terms of reducing emissions,
·         reduces health outcomes in the neighborhood from more pollution,
·         potentially increases water pollution from tire residue,
·         does nothing to meet the city’s goals to increase tree canopy in a neighborhood that has a

low tree canopy
·         does nothing to move the neighborhood to higher living density around transit or increased

access by walking or riding to shopping needs
 
It is time for us to be very intentional about land use to meet the Tacoma Climate Action Plan, Home
in Tacoma, and purposeful choices to improve neighborhoods disadvantaged by historical racism. 
Supporting this warehouse would not fall in line with intentional planning.
 
Please consider what the land as zoned could be used for.  Is it possible to imagine an orchard, an
urban farm together with a community solar project, and perhaps another neighborhood farmers
market as a byproduct?  Could the school district partner with an organization to make it a learning
space in food production and/or renewable energy for Giaudrone students?  There’s the question of
who pays and who takes charge, because none of these efforts are free.  And yet rezoning to
accommodate another warehouse and its needs is not the answer.
 
Thank you for you work,
 
Elly Claus-McGahan
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_____________________
Elly Claus-McGahan, PhD
Climate Pierce County
https://climatepiercecounty.com/
drelly@sound-decisions.org
253-219-9129
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